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“A square mile of rock and turf washed by waves from the Irish sea, 
honeycombed with caverns which are the home of great grey seals, 

a castle unique in plan, a little chapel, an abandoned coastguard station, 
an enchanting animal life, a fascinating history 

– these are Lambay.” 

L. Weaver, Country Life, 1912 
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Lambay: A History

Lambay is the largest island off the east coast of 
Ireland and lies just 12 miles from the centre of 
Dublin. The remnants of a vast volcano, 
Lambay emerged after two continents joined to 
create Ireland 450 million years ago. It is 
formed from a beautiful flecked green stone – 
porphyry – from which our Neolithic ancestors 
made beautifully crafted stone axes 7000 years 
ago. Its early history is obscure but, like many 
other small islands, it attracted saints, hermits 
and pirates. It is thought to be one of the first 
places that Viking raiders landed and proofs of 
its prehistoric history and early modern 
settlement were found around the harbour 
which date from the 1st century AD. Some of the 
artefacts, including a bracelet, can be seen in 
the Dublin Museum.

The island has steep cliffs on its northern, 
eastern and southern sides, with a more low-
lying western shore. It is a paradise of fine 
architecture, birds, flowers, cattle, seals, fallow 
deer and even a mob of wallabies! 

Lambay is internationally important as a 
Natura 2000 site designated for its breeding 
seabirds and seals; the island is home to the 
largest breeding colony of Atlantic Great Grey 
Seals on the east coast of Ireland. It also holds a 
remarkable place in European natural history 
as the site of a pioneering biological 
investigation undertaken by the naturalist 
Robert Lloyd Praeger in 1906. 

And then, there is the Lutyens architecture…

Lambay's history under the Revelstokes took a deeply romantic turn and, with the arrival of Cecil (3rd 
Baron Revelstoke) and Maude Baring, the island fell under an enchantment that still mesmerises 
visitors to this day. 

Maude was the youngest daughter of the American millionaire tobacco manufacturer Pierre Lorillard, 
who built Tuxedo Park in New York. A lively and active woman, she escaped the constraints of home 
before her 18th birthday by marrying Tommy Tailer, a wealthy New York socialite, in 1893. Tommy was 
a partner in the New York branch of Baring Brothers and, through this connection, met one of the 
family members of the bank - this was Cecil.
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Maude soon tired of her marriage and secured a divorce, shortly after which she fell deeply in love 

with Cecil and returned to Europe with him as his wife. Divorce being extremely taboo in 1902, the 
newly-weds found in Lambay an escape from the prying eyes of London society and asked the 
renowned Arts & Crafts architect Sir Edwin Lutyens to turn the island’s ancient fort into a family 
home. Lutyens visited in 1905 and immediately fell in love with Lambay - over the ensuing decades, 
he and Cecil were to become great friends. 

Examples of Lutyens’ work range from the Castle - the original fort was built in the late 15th / early 
16th Centuries - and a row of Coastguard cottages, originally built in 1691, to a large family guesthouse 
built in 1929. Together these many buildings form a truly unique landscape in which Lutyens 
overlooked no detail; the result is a remarkable range of architectural styles that have been 
seamlessly united by their whitewash treatment and the use of grey-coloured Dutch pantiles. 

The additions to the 16th-century Castle are a masterpiece of arts and crafts design and ingenuity. 
The gardens, designed with Lutyens’ long time collaborator Gertrude Jekyll, represent a pinnacle of 
their achievements. Rampart walls, built in 1912, encircle the castle and its enchanting sycamore 
woods; offering shelter not just against the elements but also against the judgments of society, 
Lutyens nicknamed it “The Ramparts Against Uncharity”. 

“Probably ... no other domestic work by [Lutyens] in which the house and its setting are so 
clearly united. On a fine day in summer the difference between being in or out-of-doors can 
be hardly noticeable. Stone landings and terraces merge into one another. Garden steps and 
staircases in the house perform a mutual function in much the same material; and small 
neat lawns are kept mown in small enclosures like rugs in a room.” 

A.S.G. Butler’s description of the Castle and grounds, in The Architecture of Sir Edwin Lutyens



Members of Century Club are welcome to request bookings on the private island of Lambay through 
Century’s affiliation with The Island Club. There is a choice of the Castle, the White House or Whole 
Island Hire. Please see our ‘Visit Lambay’ PDF for further information and rates. For information on 
availability or hiring the entire island, please send an email to Millie Baring via the email address 
bookings@lambayisland.ie with as much detail as possible and the Lambay Team will be happy to 
help you. 

v 

“One morning I proposed a journey to Lambay Island [from Howth], and 
was contemptuous because [a London schoolfriend] said we should miss 
our mid-day meal. We hoisted a sail on our small boat and ran quickly 

over the nine miles and saw on the shore a tame sea-gull, while a couple of 
boys, the sons of a coastguard, ran into the water in their clothes to pull us 

to land, as we had read of savage people doing. 

We spent an hour upon the sunny shore and I said, ‘I would like to live 
here always, and perhaps some day I will.’ I was always discovering places 

where I would like to spend my whole life.” 

William Butler Yeats’ impressions of Lambay following his visit in about 1880, Reveries 1916
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Patrick Pollen, Mantelpiece decoration in The White House, Lambay

1.   16th-century castle and 
grounds, modified and 
extended by Lutyens 

2.   Real Tennis court 

3.   Harbour with sandy beach 

4.   Site of Bronze Age finds and 
Hiberno-Roman finds 

5.   Chapel

6.   Fosse of Norman fort 

7.   Cottages and residential 
complex, designed by 
Lutyens 

8.   Seals 

9.   Shags, cormorants 

10. Seals 

11. Promontory fort

12. Promontory fort 

13. Guillemots, fulmars, puffins, 
kittiwakes, razorbills 

14. Neolithic tumulus 

15. Axe-head site 

16. Seals 

17. Shags 

18. Seals

19. Kittiwakes, fulmars, shags 

20. Seals 

21. Tayleur Bay, scene of the 
wreck of RMS Tayleur 

22. Kittiwakes, 
razorbills, 
guillemots 

23. Kittiwakes

Many thanks to Richard Linnington for his beautiful sketches of Lambay, which are used throughout this document
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Lambay Island: Places of Interest

Patrick Pollen, Mantelpiece decoration, The Whitehouse, Lambay

Many thanks to Richard Linnington for his beautiful sketches of Lambay, which are used throughout this document 
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There is plenty to do on Lambay: the island offers 

delightful walks with impressive views, the chance 
of a wallaby or seal spot (!) and at low tide, the 
shore around the harbour reveals a large sandy 
beach, rock pools and a swimming area. 

WILDLIFE 
Apart from the farming activity (we have an 
organic-practising farm for beef cattle and sheep), 
Lambay is host to a wide variety of wildlife, 
including fallow deer, wallabies, rabbits, and 

notably, Atlantic great grey seals. The island is also 
one of the most important sea bird nesting 
colonies off the coast of Europe and has been 
designated a Special Protection Area. Cormorants, 
shags, guillemots, razorbills, puffins, kittiwakes 
and fulmars can be observed at close quarters with 
ease. 

Lambay also holds a remarkable place in European 
natural history as the site of a pioneering 

biological investigation undertaken by the 
naturalist Robert Lloyd Praeger in 1906, under the 
orders of Cecil Baring, Lord Revelstoke III. 

GAMES 
There is room for Croquet and Ping-Pong 
outdoors and the Castle has a Billiards room 
complete with pool table.. We also have a 
substantial collection of board games and family 

games for indoor entertainment. In the coming 

year we will be reviving the Real Tennis Court and 
reinstating a regular tennis court in its original 
location by the Walled Garden. 

ORGANISED ACTIVITIES 
With advance warning, we can assist in arranging 
a variety of extra activities, including fishing 
expeditions; a tour around the island by boat; 
pheasant or clay pigeon shooting; scuba diving (the 
Tayleur wreckage lies 20m below sea level at the 

back of the island). 

FORAGING 
Monica Wilde, a dear friend of Lambay's and a 
professional forager with astounding depths of 
knowledge, offers relaxed and informal courses for 
small groups: she will take you foraging around 
the island, teaching you how to forage safely and 
sustainably while also informing you of the health 
benefits of your finds. And then she will show 

you how to cook delicious and nutritious meals 
meals with the spoils of your expedition! Please 
contact Millie Baring (millie@islandclub.co) for 
further information. 
 
Further information on Lambay, including its 
history, buildings, natural bird and wildlife can be 
found at www.malahideheritage.com and 
also www.countrylifeimages.co.uk.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

mailto:millie@islandclub.co
mailto:millie@islandclub.co


“We sail out of the little harbour of 

Lambay with the feeling that Prospero 
has been that way and laid an 

enchantment 
on the island that history and 

Nature conspire to make real and 
abiding.” 

Laurence Weaver, 4th May 1912
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